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a Bill of Rights for Crime Victims: Hearing Before the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, One
Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, on S. J. Res, 52 April 23, 1996 The committee met, pursuant to notice,
at 10:08 a.m., in room SD-226, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Orrin G. Hatch (chairman of the committee),
presiding. Also present: Senators Grassley, Brown, Kyi, Leahy, and Feinstein. Opening Statement Of Hon. Orrin
G. Hatch, A U.S. Senator From The State Of Utah The Chairman. We are happy to welcome all of you to the
Judiciary Committee here today. Today, the committee is convened to take testimony on a proposed
amendment to the Constitution of the United States that would adopt into our fundamental law the following
proposition: The interests of the victims of crime are entitled to the same respect as the interests of those
charged with crime. That goal is as worthy of our consideration - indeed, it is as noble as any goal that the
Congress could strive to accomplish. After all, only a victim can truly understand the pain that crime causes. It
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