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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .and arises from the difference between the common law and Spanish
law conceptions of what constitutes a trial. It was argued on behalf of the government that it must be
presumed that Congress in passing the Philippine act must have been familiar with and had in mind the local
laws in the Philippines and the judicial construction which they had received at the hands of the Supreme Court
of the Islands and that Congress legislated with special reference thereto. On the other hand it was contended
that the statute should receive the same interpretation it had always been given by the English and American
Courts. The latter contention prevailed and the Court by a vote of five to four decided that the principle should
have application as it is in this country, thus denying the government the right to appeal from judgments of
acquittal in criminal cases. Your Mr. Justice Day wrote the opinion in this case also. Simultaneously with the
reform in the law of procedure, the Commission established the judiciary proper, consisting of the Supreme
Court, the Courts of First Instance, the Bureau of Justice, and the Justices of the Peace. The personnel of this
judiciary typifies the whole Philippine public service. It comprises both Filipinos and Americans, and the
American portion of it is composed of Democrats and Republicans. From the beginning the Commission
adoptedijthe policy of appointing Filipinos to office wherever competent ones could be found and of selecting
Americans without regard...
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