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number of Indians residing within the jurisdiction of the United States does not probably exceed 350,000, a large
majority of whom maintained during the past year peaceful relations. Some of them have made gratifying
progress in civilization, and manifested, during the late war, a steadfast loyalty to our flag worthy of emphatic
commendation. Civilized and powerful tribes, however, residing within the Indian territory, united early in the
year 1861 with the Indians of the prairies immediately west and north, for hostile operations against the United
States. In flagrant violation of treaties which had been observed by us with scrupulous good faith, and in the
absence of any just ground of complaint, these confederated Indians entered into an alliance with the rebel
authorities and raised regiments in support of their cause. Their organized troops fought side by side with rebel
soldiers, and detached bands made frequent assaults on the neighboring white settlements which were without
adequate means of defence, and on the Indians who maintained friendly relations with this government. This
state of things continued until the surrender of the rebel forces west of the Mississippi. Hostilities were then
suspended, and, at the request of the Indians, commissioners were sent to negotiate a treaty of peace. Such
preliminary arrangements were made as, it is believed, will result in the abolition of slavery among them, the
cession within the Indian territory of lands for the settlement of the civilized Indians now residing on
reservations elsewhere, and the ultimate establishment of civil government, subject to the supervision of the
United States. The perfidous, conduct of the Indians in making unprovoked...
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