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me he never expected to live through the war, and that if we were conquered, that he did not want to live. -
Major Andrew R. Venable, Stuart s aide Alongside Robert E. Lee, no one epitomized the chivalry and heroism
celebrated by the Lost Cause more than J.E.B. Stuart, the most famous cavalry officer of the Civil War. Stuart
was equal parts great and grandiose while leading the cavalry for the Confederacy in Lee s Army of Northern
Virginia. Stuart was a throwback to the past, colorfully dressing with capes, sashes, and an ostrich plumed hat,
while sporting cologne and a heavy beard, but he was also brilliant in conducting reconnaissance, and he
proved capable of leading both cavalry and infantry at battles like Chancellorsville. As the eyes and ears of
Robert E. Lee s army, none were better, despite the fact that he was only in his late 20s and early 30s during the
Civil War, far younger than most men of senior rank. In early May of 1864, Union cavalry commander Philip
Sheridan organized a massive raid against Confederate supply and railroad lines near Richmond. On May 9,
the largest cavalry force ever assembled in the Eastern Theater, over 10,000 horsemen and 32 artillery pieces,
arched southeast intending to slip behind Lee s army and head toward Richmond. By doing so, they could
harass supply lines, cut up railroad tracks behind Lee s army, and at least feint towards Richmond in a way that
would bring about a...
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